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Newbury’s OSRD Bylaw

• Based on “Green Neighborhood Alliance” OSRD 

• Special Permit 
• Yield plan based on by-right zoning (40,000 sq. 

ft.) 
• At least 50% of upland preserved as open space 
• Bonuses for historic preservation, affordable 

housing, additional open space 
• Up to 4-unit buildings allowed 



Colby Village

• 12 Single family homes (over 55 bonus was in 
place at the time) 

• Historic house (circa 1810) on the site was not 
saved 

• 12 acres 
• field, forest, 

and intermittent 
stream

• Yield Plan: 8 
lots 

• Over 55 
housing



Colby Village: Yield Plan



Colby Village: Open Space Plan



Colby Village



Caldwell Farm

• 125 acres with fields, forest, freshwater 
and saltwater wetlands 

• Located on Parker River between Triton 
Regional School and Gov. Dummer
Academy 

• Yield Plan: 62 lots 

• Over 55 housing (no bonus) 

• 66 units (bonuses for additional open 
space and historic building) 

• Historic house (circa 1800) on the site 
will be saved 



Caldwell Farm: Yield Plan



Caldwell Farm: Open Space Plan



Caldwell Farm



Lessons Learned

• Preapplication meetings and site walks speed up the 
process 

• Shared septic systems greatly enhance design flexibility 

• Need for wetlands permitting greatly reduced 

• Good methods for rapid natural resource inventory are 
needed

• Better understanding of wildlife corridors needed

• Templates for conservation restrictions, conservation 
easements, and open-space management plans are 
needed 


