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Our mission is to help communities 
understand, adopt, and implement the 

Community Preservation Act
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www.communitypreservation.org
617-367-8998

Community Preservation 
Coalition

Community Preservation CoalitionCommunity Preservation Coalition

Basics of the ActBasics of the Act
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CPA by the numbers

• 8377 acres of open space preserved
• Funding for over 1300 housing units
• Over 700 appropriations for historic 

resources
• Over 350 appropriations for recreation 

projects
• Half a billion dollars (surcharge + 

match)!

Everything is relative
CPA vs. Big Dig
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CPA Trends
Projects

• Open Space most popular by $
• Historic most popular by # of projects
• Recreation and housing growing
• CPA is an increasingly important source 

of matching funds for state grants

• Mixed use projects more popular

CPA Challenges

• Trust fund matching dollars declining

• Confusion/lawsuits over the recreation 
category

• Adoption by cities has been slow

Trust Fund Revenue

CPA Trust Fund CPA Trust Fund

FY 2002
41.3 Million

FY 2003
$53.8 Million

FY 2005
$37.4 Million

FY 2004
$50.5 Million

FY 2007
$31.9 Million

FY 2006
$36.1 Million
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Match Distributed Every
October 15

CPA Trust FundCPA Trust Fund

FY 2002
$17.8 Million

FY 2003
$27.2 Million

FY 2005
$46.3 Million

FY 2004
$31.4 Million

FY 2007
$68.1 Million

FY 2006
$58.6 Million

Determining Project Eligibility
It’s all about the VERBS!
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City adoption slow

• Only 13 of 51 Massachusetts cities have 
CPA

• Cities in the program are mostly small

• No new city since Quincy (Fall 2006)

Solution:  Amend CPA (SB137)Solution:  Amend CPA (SB137)

• Increase trust fund revenue to guarantee                 
a 75% match on first round

• Clarify recreation language

• Provide incentive for cities to adopt
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Incentive For Cities to Adopt CPAIncentive For Cities to Adopt CPA
(Alternate adoption method available to all communities)(Alternate adoption method available to all communities)

• City must adopt CPA by normal method 
(ballot election)

• City must adopt minimum of 1% surcharge

• City can transfer other revenues into CPA fund 
to qualify for maximum 3% match


